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Grace Presbyterian Church, Orleans               June 14, 2020 

“Finding Hope in This Season”      Second Sunday after Pentecost 

Psalm 100, Romans 5: 1-8   

Pastor Jonathan 

 

I was reading an op-ed in the CBC the other day. I’m reading more 

newspapers/news articles from around the world than usual, not sure whether you 

are doing the same. And the title grabbed me: “Fired over Zoom (Spoiler alert: this 

story of a virtual layoff does not have a happy ending).”1  The article painstakingly 

goes through a first hand account of the Zoom meeting when ninety-two of the 

small company’s employees are fired, without even being able to look into the eyes 

of the one who did it. The Human Resources executive apparently turned off all the 

mics and cameras of the participants, then fired them, using the words “Effective 

today, we will no longer have a role for you in our company.” It all happened in 

less than fifty seconds. It happened at a meeting entitled “Team Update.” I give 

you this much detail to simply say a lot of people will be losing their jobs and 

businesses in the near future. People will be losing their homes. I don’t share this 

to sadden you, but to give you context for your Christian ministry in the coming 

season. If you are able, reaching out to those who are experiencing incredible loss 

may be the best thing to come out of this whole experience. And if this is your 

situation, tell us, tell me, let us help you, as we can. 

 

Part of coming out of the previous restrictions of the lockdown, due to the 

pandemic, and going through Ontario’s second stage “reopening” does not have all 

happy news connected to it. We have all gone through a lot of change, huge 

change. And that continues. We are choosing to slowly reopen and make sure we 

have all the details of the building, the air exchange, the distancing, the cleaning & 

sanitizing, the question of washrooms, how many can actually fit in the Sanctuary, 

the questions around not singing, and mask wearing and there really are hundreds 

of details that go into making Grace a safe place, from a public health point of 

view.  

 

We want to continue to offer those who will not feel safe, due to their own health 

condition and/or age, a superior online experience of worship, which also takes a 

lot of effort and can be like a second job for several individuals. Thank you to the 

Recording Team, and your great support in these days. You are doing a great job. 

And the Reopening Team, too, thank you for all you are doing. We know, as the 

 
1 CBC News, Joanne Gallop, “Fired Over Zoom” posted June 8, 2020 at 4 am EDT. 
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sign says, the Church hasn’t closed but the building will be re-opened, only when it 

is safe, and in compliance with provincial law and public health practice. 

 

So if the Church hasn’t closed, and if we are still desiring to live out our Christians 

lives and ministries, what should we be looking to do? Please be supportive of our 

leadership as they do the best they can on your behalf. And thank you. 

 

But also be aware of what’s happening with the neighbours and co-workers and 

friends and colleagues and co-hobbyists and all the relationships that you are in, in 

the family and beyond. Is there someone who has lost their job? How can you or 

Grace respond? Has someone lost their business? How can we help? Has someone 

lost their home or their hope? There is the place of our ministry. And maybe we 

don’t know how to help to address financial needs. We can listen. We can care. 

And we can mobilize our resources, as we have them. We can help as we are able. 

 

Most of all, we can help by expressing what our trust in the Lord in these times 

means to us. We can express to others how God is helping us trust Him: as Creator, 

as Good Shepherd, for the ways God is good, loving and faithful to us in these 

days. Again, whether you see this season we are in as either from God’s hand, or 

from the broken individuals that allowed the virus to infect the planet to the degree 

it has; you can express your trust in God beyond microbiological understanding, 

and vaccine development. You can share why Jesus is important to you, what He 

has done for you and doing for you in these days. 

 

One teaching we often visit during difficult times of suffering in many ways is the 

one we read from Romans 5. Now Romans is sixteen chapters long and has a lot in 

it. The first chapters Paul focuses on his leadership in serving the Gospel of Jesus 

Christ. He explains how God overcomes our rebellion toward Him in Jesus, and 

sets us all on a great journey, like the one he set Abraham on, thousands of years 

ago. Abraham went to a faraway place and trusted God’s promises beyond what 

He could see in His childless condition. Trust or “faith” is the key. 

 

Chapter five of Romans has us pick up on that point. He establishes our status in 

relationship to God because of what Jesus did on the cross, justifying us, i.e. 

paying our penalty of rebellion, by His life. He makes us “just as if” we did not sin 

or rebel against God. Through Jesus, we have peace with God. Don’t lose those 

three little words in this day and season. “Peace with God.” It is the conclusion of 

trusting God with your life, entrusting Jesus as your Master, your Mentor, your 

ultimate Authority. We do not accomplish inner peace by being good toward 

others. We receive inner peace as we receive anew what Jesus has done for us that 
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we cannot do for ourselves. Trust Him now for that peace. Give Him your life 

anew now. Even if you have done so before. For “through Him” we have grace, 

that gift of relationship with God, the living water, the life giving, truth telling 

light, the way, the truth, the life eternal starting now. He is the cornerstone of our 

peace in uncertain days. Receive that peace anew right now. If you are His, He is 

yours. If you have given yourself to Him, He has given Himself and all His 

benefits to you. Take that in deeply. Take that in, even if hundreds of thousands 

will die from the virus in this next year. Take it in now. So we have a standing with 

God, on which we can derive what we need deep down, if we quiet ourselves, and 

remember what Jesus has done for us. It doesn’t take the elements of communion, 

but it does require some quiet. Listen.  

 

And more than the current status that we have with Jesus and through Him to the 

Father, and by Him through the Holy Spirit…we also look forward to the time 

where we will be in His direct presence, where we will see Him wipe away the 

tears from the eyes of the nations, we will see the healing, know the light of the 

Lord firsthand, and the healing waters that flow from His throne. We have so much 

to look forward to beyond this life, but meanwhile we practice His presence with 

us, we listen to Him through His Word and receive the peace that passes 

understanding. We continue His mission here and now. 

 

Many are suffering now. Many more will be suffering. Not just the economic 

suffering that will bring many to ask if there is more to life than their careers. They 

know and we know there is so much more. But we need reminding. There is much 

in life that is not fair. I remember as a little kid, youngest of three brothers, crying 

out, “That’s not fair.” My father said that he told his youngest brother, when they 

were growing up, “No one talked about stuff being fair until you came along.” I 

think that was a means of trying to silence the injustice. Of course, today is a day 

of not staying silent. Speaking up as we are able. And in all things, getting God’s 

perspective. 

 

In Romans 5, there is a perspective that suffering serves a purpose in a believer’s 

life, if that believer will trust God with it.  Now we know the context of becoming 

a believer in Rome in Paul’s day meant you might lose your life, or be jailed, as he 

eventually was, or tortured. So that is the clear first meaning of the text. And it 

plays out everyday around the world in places where it is illegal to be a follower of 

Jesus, a member of a church or attend a service (in person or online). If caught, you 

will suffer. In fact, Paul teaches that “…all who live a godly life in Christ Jesus 

will be persecuted…” (2 Tim. 3:12) 
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But the purpose of suffering also applies to those who do not suffer persecution for 

our faith, but suffer in so many other ways: abuse, indignity, disrespect, hardships 

of many kinds and personal affronts beyond description. And we do need to 

confront sin and evil in our local communities, and usually that is by calling the 

police. But even when that fails, we see the communities rise up, from city to city, 

from nation to nation. But more than whether we suffer a great a deal, or only a 

little bit, Paul wants us to know that God can use what we go through to develop 

perseverance or endurance in us to keep believing even when it is harder to 

believe, or we simply don’t have all the answers to the spiritual questions that we 

have.  That endurance then produces a godly character in us, often shown by the 

production of the fruit of the Spirit, which in turn gives us hope. 

 

Hope is what we need these days. There are times when you expect to see at the 

end of a news broadcast, “And this is how our planet is about to end, and our 

existence, and our life. Good night and stay safe until then.” Hope is that 

confidence in the unseen presence and truth of God, that the love of God will win 

out in the end. Not despair. Because we all know the road that Paul doesn’t 

mention in Romans sounds like this: 

 

Suffering leads to bitterness and complaining, which leads to giving up and feeling 

no purpose in life, anger and resentment toward everyone, which transforms people 

into miserable individuals that no one really wants to be around, which then leads 

to attitudes and acts of total despair, which are not good for anyone. That is the low 

road that Paul does not go down in Scripture. Paul takes us up the high road, from 

suffering to perseverance to character to hope.  

 

Hope does not disappoint us. I suppose we should know that hope requires us 

taking a risk. That risk is that what we cannot see is real. Of course, we breathe air 

we cannot see (and we now know there are multiple risks there…). We stay on the 

ground because of gravitational fields that we cannot see, and all the broadcasting 

and wireless transmissions are also in the invisible range. But we know when our 

computer and other machines are working, when that blue tooth or other local 

broadcast transmission and reception are working. So it is with God. He too is 

broadcasting His Word to us right now, 24/7, and the creation witnesses to Him 

too. The birds sing His praise. So when we hope in God and God’s word and stake 

our lives on His promises, the risk is there because we cannot see Him, just as 

Thomas could not see him after his friends had seen Him. But Thomas got to touch 

the Lord and worship Him, and Jesus says to us, “Blessed are you who have not 

seen me and believe…” (John 20:27) Trusting in God’s love, trusting Jesus’ love 
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for us, is as big a risk as any love relationship. You put your heart out there. You 

know the risk. 

 

But Paul says clearly that God’s love has been poured into our hearts by the Holy 

Spirit. How do you know the Holy Spirit has influenced your life? Has God 

changed you positively in any way, that you can describe in your life? Recently? 

That’s how you know the Holy Spirit is working in you. Can’t think of anything? 

Ask your close, trusted friend, spouse, or family member. Maybe they can tell you 

something of how you have changed since you met Jesus, and maybe even 

something positive about how you have changed in your relationship with the Lord 

in these last few weeks. I know the cabin fever has gotten ahold of many of us. It’s 

not easy. You may not know what to do with your children, your spouse, your 

household members. But you do know how to give them to the Lord, so they can 

know Him and you can share why He is so important to you. Is He? If so, take a 

moment to relate to someone you care about, why He is. 

 

Maybe during this time of loss and suffering, it is a time to listen to others’ stories 

and to share your story. Forgive me if this sounds too simple. It is hard to actively 

listen and fully enter into what others are telling you.  It is also hard to be 

vulnerable enough with someone to tell them about what you truly believe. But 

there it is. It is our mission. It is the mission of this season. It is more important 

than the building. What is Jesus doing through us in these days? What are we 

willing for Him to do through us, through me in these days? 

 

We know He died for us while we were still rebels and sinners. Broken, uncaring, 

but He still chose to demonstrate His love for us by dying for us, to win 

relationship with God for us. Let’s emulate His spirit by reaching out to those same 

ones with the beautiful good news that He has given us a gift too good to refuse. 

And remember: He wants our best and theirs more than we do. 

 

Let us pray. 

 

 

 

 


